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Income/Franchise: 
Michigan: Insurance Affiliates Qualifying as Unitary Business Group Cannot File a 
Combined Return 
 
Docket No. 21-000039, Mich. Tax Trib. (1/23/23). In a case involving affiliated insurance companies that met 
Michigan’s corporate income tax statutory requirements for qualifying as a “unitary business group” (UBG), 
the Michigan Tax Tribunal (Tribunal) held summary judgment for the Michigan Department of Treasury that 
pursuant to other applicable Michigan statutes, the affiliates are not permitted to file as a UBG for Michigan 
premiums and retaliatory taxes and thus may not “reap the benefits of” claiming certain Michigan insurance-
related (“MAIPF”) tax credits on a combined tax return. Specifically, the Tribunal explained that although 
Michigan Compiled Laws 206.691 requires UBGs to file combined returns for taxpayers subject to a corporate 
income tax base in Michigan, it does not require UBGs to file combined returns for Michigan premiums and 
retaliatory taxes – thus illustrating that the Michigan Legislature “did not intend to have premiums tax 
calculated on a group wide basis.” Please contact us with any questions. 
URL: https://www.michigan.gov/taxtrib/-/media/Project/Websites/taxtrib/Entire-Tribunal-Decisions/2023/21-000039-
combined.pdf 
 
— Pat Fitzgerald (Detroit) 
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(“DTTL”), its global network of member firms or their related entities (collectively, the “Deloitte 
organization”) is, by means of this communication, rendering professional advice or services. Before 
making any decision or taking any action that may affect your finances or your business, you should consult 
a qualified professional adviser. 
 
No representations, warranties or undertakings (express or implied) are given as to the accuracy or 
completeness of the information in this communication, and none of DTTL, its member firms, related 
entities, employees or agents shall be liable or responsible for any loss or damage whatsoever arising 
directly or indirectly in connection with any person relying on this communication. DTTL and each of its 
member firms, and their related entities, are legally separate and independent entities. 
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