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Rhode Island: Guidance on Pandemic-Related Telecommuting, Withholding, and 
Lifting of State of Emergency 
 
Advisory 2021-21, R.I. Div. of Tax. (6/10/21); Advisory 2021-24, R.I. Div. of Tax. (6/15/21). In updated advisory 
guidance, the Rhode Island Division of Taxation (Division) explains that it has extended the duration of its 
emergency regulation that first came into effect on May 23, 2020, and which provides tax withholding 
guidance for employers that have employees who are temporarily working remotely due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, through to July 17, 2021 [see Regulation 280-RICR-20-55-14 “Withholding for Employees Working 
Remotely During the COVID-19 State of Emergency,”, R.I. Div. of Tax. (5/21) and State Tax Matters, Issue 2021-
20, for more details on this regulation]. In other related advisory guidance, the Division addresses how 
Massachusetts recently rescinded its declaration of a state of 
emergency effective at 12:01 a.m. on June 15, 2021, and how Massachusetts’ special rules involving 
withholding for employees working remotely during the COVID-19 state of emergency may be impacted – 
clarifying that Rhode Island’s withholding rules on the same are not impacted by Massachusetts’ recent lift. 
Please contact us with any questions. 
URL: http://www.tax.ri.gov/Advisory/ADV_2021_21.pdf 
URL: http://www.tax.ri.gov/Advisory/ADV_2021_24.pdf 
URL: https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/280-20-55-14 
URL: https://dhub.blob.core.windows.net/dhub/Newsletters/Tax/2021/STM/210521_8.html 
 
— Mike Degulis (Boston) 

Principal 
Deloitte Tax LLP 
mdegulis@deloitte.com 

Zsuzsanna Goodman (Boston) 
Senior Manager 
Deloitte Tax LLP 
zgoodman@deloitte.com 

 
 

This document contains general information only and Deloitte is not, by means of this 
document, rendering accounting, business, financial, investment, legal, tax, or other 
professional advice or services. This document is not a substitute for such professional 
advice or services, nor should it be used as a basis for any decision or action that may 
affect your business. Before making any decision or taking any action that may affect 
your business, you should consult a qualified professional advisor. Deloitte shall not be 
responsible for any loss sustained by any person who relies on this document. 
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